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WHY ARE WE BUILDING? 

There are two main reasons why we are building: 

1) The vision we have to continue to reach people in Stony Plain with the message of Jesus Christ. We believe that 

our church needs to continue to grow and change as our community does. We have a long-term vision for Stony 

Plain Alliance Church and believe that we need to make a long-term investment. 

2) We are faced with the reality that our aging Family Centre needs to be renovated and rebuilt. Practically, the cost 

of doing that in the long-term does not match the return we will receive of such an investment. In essence we 

cannot expand because we are landlocked and will end up with the same amount of space we have now for a 

significant investment. 

BUT WE DON’T SEEM FULL IN THE 

AUDITORIUM ON SUNDAY MORNING? 

Our Auditorium is not full, especially in the 9:15 am service 

however, we are stressed for space in our Family Centre.  

Every Sunday we have in the ballpark of 150 children in our 

Family Centre between two services.  As well, our parking 

lot is typically congested between services as people are 

both coming and going. Our foyer space is also cramped 

making it difficult for newcomers to connect with our 

church family.  So while we may see room for more people 

we have to remember that what happens on a Sunday in the 

Auditorium is just the tip of the iceberg for us.  Simply put, 

our decision to build is based on more than how many 

people fit into the seats in two services. 

COULD WE PLANT A NEW CHURCH? 

We already have three Alliance churches in Parkland 

County that are all unique (SPAC, Muir Lake and Spruce 

Grove).  While we can see planting a church as the popula-

tion of Parkland County grows, it would be premature to 

do this now.  Any attempt at planting a church would be a 

cooperative effort between all three Alliance churches and 

would be strategically placed in our County.  Planting an-

other church does not mean that we do not have to put 

significant capital into rebuilding our Family Centre thus we 

are still faced with a “building project”.  We believe that to 

be good stewards of the resources that God has given us we 

need to build a new facility that we could use as a ministry 

centre for many years to come. 

IS IT A GOOD TIME TO BUILD GIVEN OUR 

CURRENT ECONOMY? 

Although we have seen land prices rise dramatically over the 

last 18 months or so, this should not necessarily scare us.  

While land prices have risen, so have our land investments.  

Should land prices back off a few percent, our land invest-

ments will as well.  In regards to construction, there are nu-

merous aspects and potential challenges to consider one of 

which is the current shortage of labour.  As the lead time 

for a project of this size is considerable, it is difficult to pre-

dict what the labour market will be in 18-24 months.  It will 

likely be better as either the economy cools a bit or the mi-

gration of workers catches up with demand.  Regardless of 

the uncertainty, we need to pursue the direction we believe 

God has put before us. 



WHAT SHORT TERM SOLUTIONS OR 

STRATEGIES ARE IN PLACE? 

1) We are planning for a 3rd service at an alternate time 

that would help to ease some of the Sunday morning 

stress on our campus. 

2) We are exploring ways in which we could free up space 

in our Family Centre that we could use for children’s 

ministry, weekend connecting space and midweek 

meeting space.  One of the ways we are looking to do 

that is to lease some office space in our community for 

2-3 years and move our staff off-site. 

HOW WILL WE FUND IT? 

We aren’t starting from $0.  SPAC has $500,000 in cash + 2 

homes on three lots + Auditorium + Family Centre for a 

total estimated value of $2,000,000 to $2,300,000.  SPAC 

will also be employing the services of a stewardship com-

pany that will assist us to in casting the vision and coordi-

nate a fundraising campaign.   

HOW MUCH LAND DO WE NEED? 

It is our goal to secure a minimum of 10 acres to allow for 

future building expansion and ample parking space. 

WHERE WILL WE FIND LAND? 

Our current building committee has been charged with the 

task of locating land and have been directed by the Board of 

Elders. 

WHAT WILL WE BUILD?  

Our goal is not to build an extravagant facility but to con-

struct a new facility that will address our current needs, po-

sition us for growth over the next 10 years and allow for 

future expansion.  It is our goal to build a sanctuary that will 

seat 800 people, allowing us to serve 1,600 to 2,000 people 

between multiple services.  Key ministry leaders will be con-

sulted throughout the process to ensure that the end result 

will be a facility that will support our ministries. 

WHAT ABOUT THE HIGH COST OF LAND 

AND BUILDINGS? 

There is no doubt that we are all feeling the pressures of a 

booming Alberta economy and although no one can know 

the future with absolute certainty, economists do not pre-

dict a significant or permanent correction in the Alberta 

economy in the foreseeable future.  Two years ago we 

would have asked the same question and prices of both land 

and building have risen dramatically since that time.  We 

also have to consider the reverse of the question above – 

what will it cost us to wait?  

COULD WE BUILD ON THE CURRENT SITE? 

Building or renovating our existing site as well as purchasing 

additional homes surrounding the church are all options 

that have been explored by the first building committee and 

Elders in consultation with professionals.  Based on the 

research performed it was concluded with certainty that 

working with our existing site would not be to SPAC’s 

benefit and would limit the possibility of future expansion.  


