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BACKGROUND 

• In January 2008 SPAC began its search for a 10 to 15 acre section of land on which to build. 

• Early November 2008 the Board of elders made an offer on a 14.58 acre section of land for 

$70,000/acre in the south-west corner of town subject to the approval of the congregation, District 

office, a satisfactory Phase I Environmental Audit and vendor subdivision and zoning approval. 

• November 25th, at the finance meeting the membership voted in favor of purchasing the land. 

• SPAC has received a copy of the Phase I Environmental audit and is satisfied that there are no sig-

nificant environmental concerns. 

• The land deal is now before the District awaiting approval. 

• For complete land/building information including previous announcements and FAQ sheets, please 

visit our website at www.spaconline.com 

DO WE NEED THAT MUCH LAND? 

The decision regarding how much land to purchase was 

made in consultation with the Western District Office 

of the C&MA in Canada.  Our plan is to design a 

building that can be constructed in phases and will 

expand as we grow.  We also want to avoid becoming 

“land locked”. 

When meeting with the town planner, his comment to 

us was to purchase it if we could afford it since parcels 

of this size come up but rarely. 

CAN WE AFFORD IT? 

Yes!  Should this deal go through, the total cost of the 

land will be $1,020,600 ($70,000/acre).  SPAC presently 

has $600,000 in cash and investments.  The remainder of 

the funds will be realized through the sale of the two 

houses owned by SPAC or by way of a low interest 

District loan.   

In June 2007, the membership voted in favor of selling 

the homes however the Board will consider, given the 

current real estate market whether to sell the homes 

now or to take a District loan and wait to sell the 

houses. 

IS IT A GOOD TIME TO BUY LAND GIVEN  

THE CURRENT ECONOMY?  COULD WE GET A 

BETTER PRICE IF WE WAIT? 

The land was valued at $117,000/acre.  The vendor is 

willing to sell the land to the church at $70,000/acre…

$47,000/acre less than appraised.  It is impossible to 

know if the land value will drop more than $47,000/

acre.   

Again, sections of land this size come up but rarely. The 

vendor was ready to submit a two quarter section devel-

opment plan to the Town.  When he received a call 

from our realtor, he held back on submitting the plan to 

the town and carved out the 14.58 acre piece for the 

church.  It was originally slated for residential develop-

ment. 



HOW CAN I LEARN MORE AND STAY UP TO 

DATE WITH LAND/BUILDING PROGRESS? 

We have and will continue to use the following 

mediums to communicate land/building progress: 

• FAQ documents such as this one 

• Board Reports/Updates - Found in the finance 

meeting packages, letter in mail folders, short 

Classified and Sunday morning announcements. 

• Meetings—In addition to the Finance Meeting and 

the Annual General meeting where land and 

building progress is discussed, we have also hosted a 

series of “Town Hall” style meetings designed to 

provide information and seek input from the 

congregation. 

• Website—Our website contains Sunday morning 

announcement clips as well as FAQ documents.  

Everything that is suitable for web content will be 

posted.  The web will remain the most current 

source of all land/building related information. 

WILL TOWN WATER AND SEWER SERVICES BE 

IN PLACE WHEN WE BUILD? 

When we are ready to build we will have to take a look 

at where the town is at in regards to water and sewer 

servicing.  If services have not yet reached our land, we 

will have to make decisions such as well or cistern for 

water and field or holding tank for septic.  Power and 

gas are a non-issue. 

WHEN WILL WE BUILD? 

We believe that construction will start within the next 

five years.  Although we are not bound by the town or 

the vendor to begin construction within a certain time 

frame, our current plan seems to coincide nicely with 

the vendor’s development time frame. 

WHAT WILL WE BUILD? 

Our goal is not to build an 

extravagant facility but to 

construct a new facility that 

will address our current 

needs, position us for growth 

over the next 10 years and 

allow for future expansion.  It 

is our goal to build a sanctuary that will seat 800 people, 

allowing us to serve 1,600 to 2,000 people between 

multiple services.  Key ministry leaders will be 

consulted throughout the process to ensure that the end 

result will be a facility that will support our ministries. 

HOW WILL WE PAY FOR THE BUILDING? 

The District provides low interest loans to Alliance 

Churches.  Before providing the loan, however, the Dis-

trict requires that a church have 1/3 of the total cost of 

the building project in cash and 1/3 in firm pledges.  

Then the District will loan the other 1/3. 

In December 2007 the Board, following stewardship 

company interviews, made the decision to hire Steward 

Growth Systems to manage SPAC’s capital campaign.  

The campaign start date has yet to be established. 

We will also realize revenue on the sale of SPAC’s Fam-

ily Centre & Auditorium. 

There is little doubt, however, that a new building will 

cost “a lot” and that it will be a “step out of the boat” 

moment. 

WHAT WILL IT COST? 

At this point there are too many unknowns to come up 

with a reasonable estimate.  Once a building concept is 

in place, we will be one step closer to estimating 

building costs.   

It is also important to note that, a declining economy 

could work to our advantage by way of reduced labour 

and material costs. 


